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that Greeks were not heretics, and that the Russian Patriarch
should be in close communion with the four Eastern Patriarchs,
Nikon's personal example proved that the systematic propaganda
of these views served its purpose.
In the early days Nikon had belonged to the circle of the Zealots
of Faith assembled around Tsar Alexis (1645-76), and numbering
among its members many gifted and energetic workers. One of
them, Stephen Vonifatiev, was the Tsar's confessor. Another, Ivan
Neronov, a friend of Vonifatiev from Nizhny Novgorod, preached
at the Kazan Cathedral with such success that the edifice could not
accommodate the crowd, and people stood on the porch and
climbed to window sills. The congregation frequently wept, and
the preacher himself was scarcely able to speak for sobbing. Shortly
after Neronov's arrival in Moscow several of his countrymen also
came there from Nizhny Novgorod. With the intention of raising
the dignity of the church, reforming the church service from a
tedious, incomprehensible ritual into one appealing to the mind
and heart of the people, and establishing a union between the
parishioners and the priests through the spoken word, the circle
soon appointed them as preachers to various towns. Avvakum was
sent to luriev, Longinus to Murom, Daniel to Kostroma, and
Lazarus to Romanov. The aspirations of the circle, though moder-
rate, were nevertheless an innovation, and the activities of the
preachers caused great irritation among the rank and file of the
Moscow clergy. Accustomed to the mechanical administration of
pastoral duties, on meeting their adversaries these clerics would
complain: "Bigots that you are, you are introducing a new heresy.
You chant in unison, and you teach the people in church, while we
never did that but taught them in private. The devil possesses all of
you, hypocrites."
Nikon, before he became Patriarch, shared the ambitions of the
circle, but having accepted the office he suddenly changed his at-
titude towards it, which was never forgiven by his friends. Neronov
and Avvakum complained bitterly that Nikon previously "held
counsel with Archpriest Stephen {Vonifatiev), often came to him
to discuss various matters in a friendly manner," but that now "he
even refused his friend admittance to the Patriarrhal Pal*n-"